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Terror Reigns over Mosul’'s Christians
CSI & Hamorabi Deliver Emergency Relief

Between the end of September and mid-October, taxethousand Christian families — approximately
13,000 out of a total Christian population of rolyg?5,000 people — fled Iraq’s second largest city,
Mosul. They fled in response to a three-week, wedlanized terror campaign targeting Christians.
Terrorist acts included the murder of 13 Christjahe bombing of three homes, harassment, and the
circulation of printed death threats. Mosul hasmbie scene of many acts of terrorism against Génis
since the collapse of Saddam Hussein’s regime @3 20he most highly publicized were the murder of
Fr. Ragheed Ganni and four sub-deacons in 200Thenkidnapping and subsequent death of Archbishop
Paulous Faraj Rahho in March 2008. Mosul is Iragdst violent city, and has become the center of the
Islamic insurgency against the US-led Coalitiondésrand the Iragi Government. Since the UniteceStat
launched “Operation Freedom Iraq” in 2003 to repl8addam Hussein’s dictatorship with a democracy,
about 40% of Irag’s one million Christians haverb&sced to seek refuge abroad, while many of those
who remain in Iraqg are internally displaced. IraGisristian community is threatened with extinction.

The recent anti-Christian terror campaign in Mosul

coincided with dangerously heightened tension

between the Arab majority (40%) and the Kurdish

minority (30%) in Nineveh Province and its capital ristizod

city, Mosul. Kurds support the annexation of the =t

Province to the neighboring autonomous region of ~Mineyeh Plain —% ansie_gor= KRG
Kurdistan. They are backed by the Kurdish Regional -
Government (KRG) in Erbil. Arabs reject the KRG’s NINAWA

claim on Nineveh. Both Arab and Kurds have .
powerful armed forces behind them, including organs AL Tamiw
of the state — e.g. units of the national army tied

police, and illegal militias and terrorist cellsa@ht in
the middle of this brutal tug-of-war are the small SALEHAD DN
religious and ethnic minorities that have no armed s
forces to promote their interests. They are the

Christian, Yezidi, and the Shabak communities. i X e

Together, these minorities hold an electoral badasfc o I aghied

power and are therefore subjected to vigorous tsffor IRAQ

by both Arabs and Kurds to use them politicallytfogir purposes. The means of instrumentalization
include violence and non-violent political action.
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Debate in the Iraqi Parliament over the provisianslectoral law in advance of provincial electians
due to take place at the end of January 2009.&\¢téimter of the debates stood the issue of how many
seats the Christians and other powerless minomteadd automatically receive in Parliament andha t
Nineveh Provincial Assembly.

Some of the displaced Christians from Mosul wenttatives and friends the cities of Erbil and Diohu

in the neighboring autonomous Region of Kurdisiut. most of them sought refuge in nearby towns and
villages in the Nineveh Plain, just to the nortld @ast of Mosul. Nineveh Plain towns and villagesh

as Hamdaniya (Karakosh, Bakhdeda), El Kosh, KergmlBartella, Teleskuf and Tel Kaef, are either
predominantly Christian or have large Christianydapons. They constitute the heaviest concentnatio
Christians in the whole of Irag. Given peace aralisgy, the Nineveh Plain villages could be theleus

of a thriving Christian community in Iraq.

Christian Victims of Recent Violence in Mosul

All the displaced with whom we spoke were stiluimgatized and fearful of reprisals should their
identities be made public. There were, however,esatmo boldly gave their testimony, and, in some
cases, allowed their photographs to be publisheabrfg them were:

of

Mann Hazim Toma: My father,Hazim Toma was shot dead on th& 4
of October, the day after the Muslims ceased calelg Ramadan (Eid
Fitir). A man walked into his store, pulled outiatpl, shot him and

fled. | rushed to help my father, but | could na¢es him. The killer wore
no mask or any other disguise. Our family, togethigih other relatives,
fled Mosul. We cannot live there anymore. It isdangerous. Twenty of
us, all relatives, are now crammed into one smatited house, about 15
miles from Mosul.

e _—

Ginna Jacob Yonnan,retired school teachei group of armed,
masked men burst into our home at 7:00 pm on tfeof October.
My husband and | were having an evening meal witldaughter-
in-law and three grandchildren. One of the gang @gjun to the
head of one of my grandsons to keep us quiet aedieft. They
ordered us out of the house. Meanwhile they westnig all our
valuable possessions. Then they carried a bomtertbie house,
and warned us not to go back Adfter they fled, the police
eventually arrived. Then the bomb exploded. It rbesnh
detonated by a timer or remote control. The whaese was
destroyed. We lost everything. | fled with justdlmthes on my
back and a packet of tissues. Now we are living ¢hurch,
together with other displaced people.




Hanna Petrous SelimOn the ' of
October, my husband, Amjad, and son
Hosam, went to renovate a neighbor’s
house. They were specialists in marbl
work. | was preparing lunch when |
heard gunshots. My youngest son ran
the house and said he saw a gunman
leave their work site. My oldest son we
there and found the bodies of his broth
and father. Both were shot in the head.
Seven Muslim workmen were also at
house, but none of them were harmed.
They said three gunmen - one masked - entereddipenty, and performed the killings. Now we are
displaced. All our property is in Mosul, but we darot go back to repossess it.

The above mentioned families have vowed not tametiz Mosul. Some are determined to flee to
neighboring Syria, Jordan or Turkey in the hopérafing a way to get to North America, Europe or
Australia. Others professed a firm intent to remaiirag, and aim to rebuild their lives in onetioé
villages in the Nineveh Plain where the Christiaespnce is strong and security is good by Iraqi
standards. But some of the displaced intend tomr¢tuMosul. A few have already done so. We
encountered the following displaced Christians iosM, within eyeshot of one of the reconstructegga
of the ancient city of Nineveh and a section ofiladl that serves as a dumping ground for the nehgl
remains of bombed cars:

G.N. | am a shop owner. | fled Mosul on thé"iDctober with my wife and
four children after six Christians were murdered #re burning of a Christian
shop. What is so terrible about this situatiornat the enemy is invisible. He
is faceless. Violence is not new to us Christieengehalways been targets here.
This is because they are the original owners otthetry. We are the
indigenous people. They want to kick us out. | taay who ‘they’ are. It is
too dangerous. The Government should say who ‘thesy’ but the authorities
never do. | want to stay in Iraq. We are now justaking on the condition of
our property, but | expect we will soon move bauoiour house. Why do we
stay? This is our land. | also have four childreMiosul University. If we
leave, were will they get an education. There isimance we will survive
financially if | give up my business and live adisplaced person. | have a




right to be here. We should stay and not give ithéopersecution. (GN’s wife said she does not want
live in Mosul any longer. She had already lostfaérer and three brothers in the Iran-Irag war.)

[. I.: My first direct encounter with terrorist came sponths ago. | was in my
car with my wife and two daughters. We were appneddyy two cars with
mounted BKC automatic weapons. Two men with guteyed us out of the
car. We obeyed. They then asked if we were Chrjstiad told me they wanted
to take the car. They claimed they wanted it beedlus church leaders were n
longer paying the jizya (a Shariah sanctioned taxsabmissive Christians and
Jews). | told them they could have the car, buaghkdel with them not to touch
my wife and daughters. | reported this to the molithey told me: ‘Yes, we
know you are a target. The same thing has happenethny other Christians.’
This experience shook me up. But | did not leaveuMihen. | decided to leave
when Deacon Jamal ? was murdered near the PUK heatiys. That was the
9" of October. We then fled for Keremlesh. We haveneturned to Mosul.. |

don’t see the future clearly, but | put my trusGnod. Stability will return to Mosul only after tiards
have left the city.

S.A.N. My ancient ancestors were from Mosul. When |
was young, there was a very big Christian presemce
Mosul. Our family has suffered a lot from persemuiti
Two years ago, they killed my wife’s cousin. He was
active in a Protestant church. On the™6f July this
year they killed another cousin of my wife. Soon
afterwards, they killed my cousin and his son. Wthen
latest killings took place, | fled with my wife atweb
daughters. But we have returned to stay. One of my
daughters studies at Mosul University. Mosul is oity. (S.A.N.’s wife addedtn 2004, our house was
robbed by American soldiers during a search operatiThey took all our money and jewelry. | am a
cancer patient. We need all our resources for treszit. When | protested, one of the soldiers thirw s
dollars at me. They could see from the cross inhmuse that we are a Christian famjly

O.l1.: I also recently fled Mosul, but have now returniddze in fear, especially
when | leave the house. Religious fanatics gaihedupper hand after the fall of
Saddam Hussein. Since that time | always dressliMeslim woman whenever |
leave the house. It is dangerous to be easily ifi@nlie as a Christian

Sources of Anti-ChristianViolence

Violence against Christians in the Mosul area copregsarily from the insurgency against the Iraqi
Government and the US-led occupation forces.gtiimarily Arab Sunni in character and is based on
Islamic jihad terror cells linked loosely with Ala@la, and allied criminal gangs, together with loizee
loyalists to Saddam Hussein’s now banned Baatly PHne insurgency also includes some Sunni
Kurdish cells adhering to the Al Qaida-linked Angéidslam group. The dominant ideological strand of
the insurgency is based on traditional concepjthafl and Islamic law, drawing heavily from the Quran,
and the words and deeds of Islam’s Prophet, Mohaim#ecording to this religious-based political
ideology, violence is a legitimate instrument oérmon for the purpose of inducing infidels - Chigss,
Jews and other non-Muslims - to submit to Islanalitigal authority. Compliant non-Muslims who
submit are calledhimmis or protected people. Protection comes in retarrbedience, including the
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payment of a special tax — the jizya. In returndobmission thehimmisare to be protected from the
catastrophic fate of non-submissive infidels, wheyyrbe killed, enslaved or otherwise abused with
impunity. Refusal to pay the jizya and other formhslisobedience, including political opposition,
terminates the state of protection. The declared giothe insurgency is to make Iraq the nucleua of
global Islamic state, unadulterated by the infleeatWestern political, cultural and moral norniis

is the major source of violence that has alreadyedrmost Christians out of Baghdad, Basra androthe
cities and towns in central and southern Irag. Gresequence of the partial success of the U.Sanyiks
“surge” in central and southern Iraq has been #a¥ concentration of insurgents in Mosul

One Christian victim of the insurgency in Mosul,avh

narrowly escaped with his life in 2006, waeskri Toma. We

met him in a predominantly Christian village outsidosul, where he and his family sought refuge. His
son, Ghandy, told us what happen®ao masked men broke into our house at about ngjidtiain the T

of November in 2006. We were asleep. They wenmgttather's bedroom, and looked the door from the
inside. We woke up when we head the commotionatigrfwas screaming and the intruders were
shouting “Allahu Akhbar”. My aunt and | rushed toet bedroom door. | broke the door down. There was
blood everywhere. They were trying to behead ninefaHis throat was cut wide open. | pick up an
object with which to beat the intruders. They rar the house before they could completely detagh hi
head. A neighbor helped get him to the hospitalhbi four operations. It is a miracle he survivéds

very likely that the perpetrators were people fribie neighborhood. With a strict curfew in force, it
would have been very difficult for terrorists tawe from outside and find their way around withoeihiy
detected. Our home was in the western part of Medgutre there is a particularly heavy concentratain
Arabs. The Kurds live mainly in the eastern parthaf city. On the same day that my father was ktichc

a Catholic church in our neighborhood was bombédds Bppeared to be in response to the Pope’s
critical words about violence in Islam. We left Mband came to this Christian village. We have si&gcu
here. The persecution we faced in Mosul comes Masiims. We have come to the conclusion that we
will never be safe when living in Muslim neighbastls.(Fekri Toma still suffers from an inability to
swallow properly.)

™8 K.B. was kidnapped by Arab terrorists belonging toitiseirgency:
& It was 6:00 pm on September 16. Four men bargedadnt house.
My son, was there. They said: Where is your fatfiém boy said:
‘He’s not here. Take me instead’. But they wanted $o they put a
gun to his head and forced him to lead them tolmeas in the
kitchen. They demanded the key to my car. | gaweetlitem. They
then robbed me of the cash in my pocket, blindetblie, tied up my
hands and put me in the trunk of my car. The cartwaly a short
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distance before it stopped. They transferred nmentther car. A bomb was put in my car. It was blown
up a little while after the second car drove awsly. family saw the wreck and believed at first thiaad
died in the blast. They told me three policemen ladobcome to investigate the abandoned car were
injured in the blast. After driving some more, tiae stopped. They took me out and let me into an
apartment. The kidnappers told me | should conteelslam. | told them, | already believe in a rétig
that Islam recognizes as a ‘Heavenly Religion’.yhkso said my family would have to raise a rangdm
$50,000. I told them: “My family doesn’t have tlké&td of money. If you are going to insist on tlyaty
may as well shoot me now and finish the whole drdBaey did not beat me, but they threatened o ki
me if | were to try to make noise or get away. Tdieg insulted me, calling me names like: ‘kafir’
(infidel), ‘relative of Bush’, ‘believer on the sigf the cross’ and ‘falsifier of the Bible’. Thelkappers
spent a lot of time watching the Rafidian TV chanfleis is an Islamic channel that reports a lottbe
killings and other violence of the insurgents. éisg two day there under these conditions. On tiné th
day, | sensed that no one was in the apartmenaited for a long time, and then managed to freeeatfiys
from the bonds. After this experience, | fled Mpggdether with my wife and three children.

A second source of anti-Christian violence is nslradowy and has virtually no profile in the
international media. It is based on undergroundhdsguads, rogue military and intelligence unitgj a
allied criminal groups who share ultra-nationatigfoals with the Kurdish Regional Government  i.e.
independent statehood and the incorporation of\wihérovince, together with neighboring oil-rich
Kirkuk and huge swathes of neighboring Turkey, &amd Iran. The KRG, which has many
characteristics of a fascist police state, is based monopolization of power by two tribal-baseemgla
armies and their corresponding political wings—Kledistan Democratic Party (KDP) and the Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan (PUK). They played the leadioerin Kurdistan in the armed opposition to Saddam
Hussein’s regime. In 2003, these Kurdish militad|ectively known apeshmerggmeaning those who
face death), were allied to the USA and assistédaroccupation of the Nineveh and Kirkuk Province.
Since then, Kurdish forces loyal to the KDP and Rtdigtinue to act as an unlawful occupation force in
Nineveh and Kirkuk Provinces. To give a veneereghlity to this Kurdish occupation, in 2006 thouwsn
of peshmerganilitiamen, but far from all, were incorporateddrthe Mosul-based Division Il of the Iraqi
Army. Division II, and all other Iragi military f@es in the area, are under the control of the strdi
Commander of Nineveh Operations, Brig. Gen. Thial Jafiq. Many Kurdish soldiers in the Iragi Army
make no secret of their ultimate loyalty to the KR&her than to the Iraqi Government in Baghdad.

In Nineveh Province, we received an undated DVD dhe extra-judicial execution of an unarmed
Arabic-speaking man by a group of Kurdish-speakingmen in national army uniforms. The

execution was apparently recorded by a cell phdhe.identity of the victim is not clear. He may bav
been an Arab. But he may also have been a memlaemafority community. Few Christians in Nineveh
province speak Kurdish. Most speak Arabic. Chnntianly use their mother tongue, Aramaic, when
communicating with members of their own communittyis disturbing DVD gives credence to the
accusation that the Iragi national army harborsdiglir death squads that are not under the control of
Minister of Defense or Prime Minister in Baghdad.



We spoke with two Christians who were preparecelicus about the violent abuse
they received from illegally stationed Kurdish radimen in Nineveh Province.

Johnny Koshaba, journalist One night last March, the Kurdish militia kidnapped

me and took me to Sarsing. | was under interrogetio two days. They roughed me

up and threatened me with death. They forced rsgtoa statement in Kurdish — a

language | can't speak - promising not to write angre about their use of bribery as

a means to secure the support of church leaderth®oKurdish land grab. Just a few

weeks ago, they renewed the death threats, coryéydm to me by word of mouth
through distressed relatives. They want to silanee

Louis M. Ayoub, member of Hamdaniyi Town Councit During the last
provincial elections in 2005, Kurdish militias peswed the distribution of ballots
to my town, Hamdaniya. They did this because nfdkegeople are Christians,
and most of them don’t want to be incorporated Ktodistan. There are several
reasons for this: The occupying Kurdish forces lvehiaadly and harass people.
They always demand political loyalty to their ovalifical parties. Most of the
Christians in the Nineveh Plain, unlike those that in Kurdistan, do not speak
Kurdish. We speak our own language (Aramaeic) arabis. When they ballots
did not arrive on voting day, | contacted the Aroan Consul in Mosul, and asked
how we could get them. He told me where we coudldat@ome. | was authorized
by the Council to pick them up. On the way, | waissted by seven Kurdish secret policemen. They
punched my face and broke my teeth.

The policy of the KRG to persuade the Christiarg @imer minorities to support Kurdish claims on
Nineveh Province includes not only sticks, but alaoots. Operating largely through a Christian
politician belonging to the Kurdish Democratic Bathe former KRG Finance Minister Sargis Aghajan,
the KRG has dispensed millions of dollars to Bishapd priests for the building of new churches and
cemeteries, for the establishment of a private;Karadish Christian militia, and for the provisiof o
humanitarian displaced people to displaced Chnistitlowever, we heard from many different people a
set of disturbing allegations: 1) The KRG’s nom#parent financial patronage system in the Nineveh
Province is riddled with corruption. 2) Financiakources are made conditional upon political gy}
The KRG does not provide what the Christian comtyumiost needs — i.e., security and investment in
provincial economic infrastructure. The KRG hopeat its carrots and sticks will cause Nineveh’s
Christian community to vote for parties represemtiurdish interests in forthcoming provincial
elections. This policy of patronage is resentednayy Christians. It also gives Arabs the impressnar
the Christian community in Nineveh Province sidéhhe Kurds. The ostentatious Kurdish patronage
makes the situation of the vulnerable Christian amity even more precarious.

It is not yet known to the public which of the twources of violence orchestrated and executed last
month’s anti-Christian violence in Mosul. Howevkgg's Prime Minister, Nuri Al Maliki, initiated a
high level investigation into the recent terror.cAading to Iraqi Vice-President, Abdel Abdul, the
investigators’ report has been submitted to the@iinister. Some members of the Iraqgi Parliament,
such as the Sunni Osama Al Nejefi from Mosul, cléiat the report pins responsibility on Kurdish
terrorists, three of whom have reportedly beenséece Only the declassification of the report damify
the issue. However, what is confirmed is that dyithe terror campaign Al Maliki had sufficient reas
to believe that the strong presence of the Kurdisminated Second Division was contributing to
instability and ordered the transfer of units tatcal and southern Irag and of thousands of Arab
policemen to Mosul in an effort to improve securByt the Kurdish-dominated Iragi Army units have
mutinied and refused to leave Mosul.



An article published in the Kurdish Globe - an Eslgllanguage mouth-piece of the KRG - reported the
mutiny in the following terms:

“Iragi Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki has ordered téransfer Kurdish forces, which are part of thedqra
Defense Ministry to the provinces in the south enddle. But Kurdish forces have rejected the order;
they said there is a political purpose behind altikizs order. The Kurdish forces in Ninewa [Nineyeh
see the order as an insult, since they were the amdl first forces who were ready to fight insurtgan
Ninewa after toppling Saddam’s regime in 2003. T¢wya lot of their lives were taken and bloodledil
trying to sustain security in Ninewa(Qassim Khiddir -assim.durishglobe@gmail.corilraqi
Provincial Elections are CrucialKurdish Globe Erbil, November 6, 2008.)

The New York Timesso reported on the KRG'’s refusal to allow thearion of al-Maliki’s order for
the transfer of Kurdish forces. Below are a few gagsages:

“Mr. Barzani [the President of the KRG], sensinglat to purge the Iraqi Army in the north of its
Kurdish leadership, personally intervened recetalyreeze a ministerial order to transfer 34 Kuidis
officers, said Col. Hajji Abdullah, a battalion comander in the Second Division. ‘If the Arabs do not
change now, things will get worse and | see cornéioon,” Colonel Abdullah said. In the turmoil, hed
another officer in the division, Brig. Gen. Nadhégsam, say their loyalties are first and forentost
Kurdistan. ‘If | were made to choose, | would ne¢m think for a second — | would leave the army,’
General Issam said. “We have sacrificed too mughting the Baathists,” he added, referring to Mr.
Hussein’s political party.

The United States has relied on Kurds from the deginning in Mosul. Ignoring longtime enmities
between the city and Mr. Barzani’'s party, Ameri&pecial Forces units accompanied pesh merga
fighters beholden to the party when they took Mas#lpril 2003. The United States drafted more pesh
merga units into the city in 2004 and 2005 whenwhele provincial government and the police force
collapsed at the hands of insurgents. Although ntdintlge pesh merga units in Nineveh were merged int
the national army, an estimated 5,000 men remaireed an elite Kurdistan corps in the province’s
north. All these actions have stoked anger in Mtswhrd Americans and Kurds.

Karam Qusay, who works in the Zuhoor neighborhdodl@sul, said he wanted the city to be free of the
Kurdish military presence, both in the army andsig of it. ‘We wish they would leave,’” he saide'W
despise them’.“Fractures in Iraq City and Kurds and Baghdad Yi&ie New York Time©ctober 282008)

Other Powerless Minorities

Christians are not the only victimized communityirisg. All communities have suffered enormously
from one of the world’s worst humanitarian disastdihe victims include the largest Iraqi commusitie
the Shiite and Sunni Arabs and the Kurds, all oiciviinave armed militias and strong positions witthie
state to defend their interests. But there areraimall, powerless religious and ethnic minoritigbp,
together with the Christians, face the short-terospect of extinction if the present trends of peution
continue. Nineveh Province is the home to two syralups, the Yezidis and the Shabaks. The Yezidis
have their own language and religion. The Shabak&$uslim, with about 60% adhering to the Shiite
branch of Islam, with the remaining 40% identifyithg@mselves as Sunni Muslims. They have there own
unwritten language.



In Baghdad, we met with the Shabak parliamentaHamain Al Qaddo, who
represents Shabakhs in Nineveh Provigtebaks came to Nineveh about
500-600 years ago. Some believe they came fronokaat/hile others think
they came from Persia. Our language is a distindotEuropean language.
The Shabaks were simple, illiterate farmers. Te tlay our language is
unwritten. The Shabaks are Muslims, about 60% &antd 40% Sunni.
Historically, Shabakhs have never had problems withChristian neighbors.
The inter-communal problems have tended to be Avdbs. More recently, we
have had problems with the Kurds. All the minosifie Nineveh Province were
elated with the demise of Saddam Hussein’s redueit all turned sour very
quickly. In 2003, there were about 60-70,000 Shalxaiosul. Now there are
less than 10,000. Terrorist have driven most Shaloak of the city. Like the
displaced Christians, most have sought refugeliages in the rural Nineveh Plain. Over 1,000 of ou
people have been killed in Mosul. My own houseasWwas burnt down. | think the perpetrators of
most of the acts of terrorism are Arab insurgefitee Shiite Shabahs have been targeted by Sunni
terrorists. But Kurds are involved too. Minoritiese victimized because of the Kurdish authorities’
passion to incorporate Nineveh Province into Kutas There is strong evidence that there is a major
Kurdish dimension to the recent attacks on Chrstian Mosul. The leadership of Kurdistan, tries to
boost the percentage of Kurds in Nineveh Provincel@ming that Shabaks and Yezidis, who are distin
peoples, are Kurds because we all belong to the-Earopean language groups and share some
vocabulary. But no Kurd can understand me if | gpt@ahim in the Shabak language. The Kurdistan
Regional Government has invested a lot of moneyganize and empower a group of Shabaks who are
prepared to say they are Shabak Kurds and supperahnexation of Nineveh Province to Kurdistan. We
believe terrorism is also one of their instrumedards sometimes pay Arab criminals to commit atts
terrorism. For the past five years, the Americanugrying forces have been unable to change this
situation.

We reproduce here an interview with a Yezidi menddehe Iraqgi Parliament from the Nineveh Plain,
Ameen Jijo. It was given to CSI during a fact-finding visit raq in November 2007.

| am the only Yezidi representative in the IragrlRment. The Yezidis are
one of the most ancient of Irag’s religious comrtiaai We have been
persecuted repeatedly in the past. We are stib@anted today. Over 250
Yezidis were murdered by car bombs in several Veilaes on the 18 of
August, 2007. Our religion is not regarded by Manslias a “heavenly
religion”. We are therefore thought of as mere dgefis, who have no rights
under Islamic law. Our people have been Arabizetbbye. We are happy
that Saddam is gone. But we have been shockeé twsethe Kurds now try
to impose their nationality on us. We represenéacient civilization and
have the right to stay in our country. There are@atone million Yezidis.
90% are from around Mosul. Most of the rest arerfraround Dohuk. About
half a million have fled abroad, and more leaverg\way. In the North, they
are subjected to Kurdification. All the adminisiaat, the police, the army, the bureaucracy is all
Kurdish. The Kurds also confiscate our lands. Theds play a trick in their attempt to annex the Mios
and the Nineveh Plain to Kurdistan. It is to claimat there are a lot of Kurds living there. But ®@% of
these so-called “Kurds” are really Yezidis who dowant to be Kurdified. The Kurds are now
reorganizing their system for their own exclusieaéfit, and the United States is supporting thisabee
the Kurds are influential allies. This American igglis paving the way for the destruction of aldfs
religious minorities, including the Christians. doft understand what the United States is doingeyTh
will spend millions to preserve the artistic treessiof ancient civilizations, but they have nories¢ of
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the people who are the heirs of those civilizatidriee Turkoman minority are vigorously defended by
Turkey. But we have no one on the outside to pragedNe want Mosul and the Nineveh Plain to be
organized into an administrative unit for minorgjeespecially non-Muslims. But the Kurds don’'t want
this. Even though these areas are not in Kurdistiagy are occupied by Kurdish militias. The Iraging
is nowhere to be seen. It is asleep.

Nahum’s Tomb, El Kosh SynagogueThe history

of Jews in what is now Iraq goes back at leadt¢o t

Babylonian Captivity (5 century BC). Sixty years

ago, a Jewish community numbering over 100,000

Jews was still in Irag. Now there are believeddo b

only eight Jews remaining in the entire countryeOn

member of this tiny remnant, now an old man, has

finally given up all hope that Jews can live in pea

and security in Irag. In a recent interview with

Reuters he reported that a few years ago one of his

Jewish colleagues, in Baghdad was kidnapped and

disappeared without a trace. Now his landlord is

increasing his rent to an unbearable level simply

because he is Jewish and has no one to protect him.

Now he says’l want to sell the house and go. | like Iraq, baim fed up. We had very nice times in Iraq,
but now we don't like it.(Peter Graf, “Reminiscences of Old Baghdad by drieast Jews” Reuters November 9, 2008.)

The final wave of persecution that destroyed thqilr
Jewish community began to swell in the 1930s when
Arab nationalism became infected by Hitler's Nazi
ideology. It intensified, reaching a climax in tlage
1940s and early 50s after the creation of the stiate
Israel. (On a personal note, my earliest recobectif
Irag dates back to the late 1960s when as a b@ag| w
horrified to see on TV the bodies of Jews swinging
the gallows in Baghdad during a public execution of
Jews.) During our visit to the village of El Kosh,
about ten miles from Mosul, we visited the ruins of
the ancient synagogue on the reputed site of tdmb o
the Prophet Nahum. Only two generations ago, the
Jewish community in El Kosh was vibrant. Now ieidinct, and its unattended house of worship & in
state of advanced decay. This is a powerful rermintithe terrible toll religious and ethnic hatiteals
taken on the Jews not only in Iraq, but throughbeatArab/Islamic Middle East. It is also a powerful
omen of the final fate that awaits Irag’s Christiamd all other religious and minorities unlessgresent
direction of the country undergoes a radical change

Voices of Power

Nechirvan Barzaniis the Prime Minister of the KRG. He is also the
nephew of the KRG’s President Massoud Barzani. &tedeclined
repeated requests from CSI for an interview. Howedering our visit,
theKurdish Globepublished an interview with him in response to
allegations of Kurdish involvement in the recenti-&hristian violence in
Mosul. We reproduce below some excerpts:
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“There is an unfortunate history of attacks agai@siristians in Iraq by terrorists groups since the
liberation of Iraq in 2003. For example, in Aug@§t04 churches in Baghdad and later in Basra, Mosul
and Kirkuk were targeted by terrorists. Christiamere assassinated, abducted, and pressured to donve
or pay ransom.

“The city of Mosul has today become a safe havemtmy terrorist organizations and some lingering
members of the former Ba’ath Regime. The so-caliaimic State”, for example, has become an
umbrella association under which all these terrtwigperate. It is true most of the members are grab
but the groups consist of Turkomans and KurdsAaldlitionally, there are even Christians who are
former members of the Ba’ath Party, now callingniselves the Resistance, who actively fight agéiest
current government and Coalition Forces. The teistsrhave recruited support from a mix of ethnid an
religious groups in an effort to sow doubt, feadaansion among the people of Mosul. This is astdas
terrorist tactic.

“In terms of Kurdish national interests, the preserof Yezidi and Shabak Kurds and Christian within
Mosul city is important for the population propami equations of the coming provincial elections...
Those who accuse the Kurds of driving the Christiamt of Mosul are the same people who earlier
accused the Kurds of an expansionist policy

“The Kurdistan Region has offered full support Ebrristians] at a time when it has been chiefly the
federal government’s responsibility to do so. Weehdone this in the past and we will continue tsdo
in the future. No one else in Iraq has offered &gl of assistance to Irag’s Christians, who were
amongst the very first to have lived in this lafithe KRG has taken these actions based on feafngs
brotherhood and out of responsibility as a consitioally recognized federal region of Iraq. We cdes

it a political and moral obligation to assist thedisplaced families and to work with the federal
government to end terrorism against the Christiammunity. Now the accusers have completely
changed their assertions, saying that the Kurdsdareing the Christians and Yezidi and Shabak Kurds
our... Those wishing to lay the blame for these emtisl on our door step are enemies of democracy,
enemies of a federal Iraq.

“The reality is that the KRG is the only governmerganization in Irag currently doing anything
meaningful to help these threatened people. Despitefforts, we still find ourselves, the victioisa
political campaign. We will stand up to the abswsldadowy allegations that we are somehow behind the
violence against our Christian brothers.”

In Baghdad, we were received blahmoud
al-Mashhadani, Speaker of the Iraqi
Parliament. He is a Sunni Muslim, who is
opposed to the annexation of Mosul and Kirkuk
Provinces into Kurdistan, and advocates a
federal Iraq based on existing, internationally
recognized internal borders. Al-Mashhadani
does not see the recent violence against
Christians in Mosul as a conscious effort to
drive them out of the country, but as a tactic of
manipulation in the struggle between the central
Iragi Government in Baghdad and the KRG for
control of Mosul and Kirkuk ProvincesThere

is no fundamental danger to Christians in Iraqg.
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They are victims of a political game, and are baisgd as pawns by other more powerful groups.
Christians were here before the Muslims. Iragi Ghans will keep their identity, unlike the Amernica
Indians. We must make sure they will be represeantBarliament. What happened in Mosul is part of a
political game. Those events were not aimed aral@sg them. | hope we can have a Christian Prime
Minister one day. This is not prohibited by our stitution. We want a state based on citizenship, as
opposed to religion or ethnicity. Kurds dream o¥ing their own independent country. But the pdditic
situation both in Iraq and internationally does radlow it. They will be obliged to come back toqrir
protection. We must amend the Iraqi Constitutiothsd nationality is based on citizenship. Iracuisich
county. No one wants Iraq to become like Somalia.fidst duty is to make people feel like they bglo
to Irag. The international community must help, @ndust encourage Christians to participate irsthi
The solution is not to leave the county, but ty stad build. We need to have a democracy based on
concordance. Otherwise democracy will not work.”

We met in Nineveh ProvincelaS. Government Official (not the
soldier whose photo is reproduced below), who \Wwas tonducting
talks with Christian leaders about the campaigvi@knce. He
arrived in a convoy of four huge Mine Resistant-Arsib Protected
Vehicles (MRAPS)
— mandatory in
Nineveh Province
for all US military
and civilian
personnel. He
noted:Between
September 28 and October 11, there was deliberate
targeting of Christians in Mosul. Mosul this is tim®st
violent city in Iraq. Murders and bombings arelstil
daily occurrences, notwithstanding a significant
reduction of violence since the Coalition forcegdme
our “Mother of Two Springs Operation” there in May
of last year.* There was a mass exodus of Yezmhs Mosul about one and a half years ago after 23
Yezidis were hauled off a bus and executed. Shatizale also left because of violence. | am not awar
of hard evidence to prove who is behind the retangieting of Christians. | do not have all the fact
Christians are understandably afraid to come townitd information. Inadequate security is the main
problem facing Christians and all other people ioddl. Nineveh Province is probably the worst
governed province in Iraq. This is mainly due te thfusal of the Sunni leadership to take part in
elections and participate in the government ofditye and province. This has left the Kurds as the
dominant political force in local government. Thers also play an important role in security. Ttis
tolerated. There is a fear of a vacuum of powershthat influence disappear. The Iraqgi Security
Forces, which include two army divisions with sabsial Kurdish components, are our alliesthe effort
to defeat the insurgencis for the development of Nineveh Province fob#refit of the minorities, the
U.S. government has designated ten million dofiarghis purpose. We have recently approved the
drilling of three wells at a monastery, and | expasewing project for Yezidi women will soon be
approved.

* Upon commencement of the offensive, Prime MinisteMaliki announced that “The Mother of Two

Springs operation aims to end the suffering ofg@eple of Mosul, including its ChristiangtNN May 16,
2008)
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Humanitarian Aid

Over 2,200 Christian families, or about 13,000 peop
were forced to flee Mosul in the first half of Obty,
according to the United Nations High Commission for
Refugees (UNHCR). About half that number found
refuge in Christian communities in Nineveh Province
The rest went farther afield to towns in Kurdist8gria
and Jordan. The displaced in Nineveh Province found
refuge in the homes of relatives, friends, terttsirch
buildings and rented rooms and houses.

CSI and the Hamorabi Human Rights Organization ipexi/food parcels to 400
families in the Tel Kaef, Teleskuf, and the monasteof Mar Behnam, Raban
Hurmis and Nakorthaya. THairector of the Iragi Government’s Office for
Migration and Displacement in Hamdaniya,Hussein Zenal al-Hassaninformed
us about other relief efforts. He identified théehmational Medical Corps, Red Cross,
Red Crescent, Association of Islamic Dawa, and3hmup of Mugtada al-Sadr as
agencies that provided aid to the displaced irNlineveh Plain in cooperation with
the Iragi Government. He was unable to commemefelief efforts of the KRG
since they were not conducted in cooperation wigloffice. Al-Hassani
acknowledged that the Ministry for Migration andspliacement in Baghdad had not yet done much for
the displaced. He also said that he was unawaaiayinvolvement of the US Government or Coalition
Forces in the relief efforts.

Al-Hassani reported that he and his small staff iaicbeen paid by
the Ministry for five months. Despite this, he and team worked
around the clock for 20 days to register the disgdisand coordinate
relief efforts. Al-Hassani is a displaced persoms$elf. He belongs
to the Shabak community and was driven out of MoAlthough he
is a government official and should attend provahaieetings in
Mosul, he is unable to travel there for fear oinlgekidnapped or
executed.

About 400 Christian families have so far returnedfosul. The Iragi Government is encouraging the

displaced from Mosul to go back to their homeswitbistanding the fact that the terrorists in Mosave

given no guarantee to respect the security of tivés@an community. Baghdad is offering an inceatof

$865 for each family that returns. Families whotaeafraid to return will receive only $250. (The
execution of two Christian women in Mosul on th&' b2
November had a profoundly disturbing effect ortladl remaining
Christians in Mosul, including those who returnétha urging of
the Iraqi officials.)
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Conclusions

The existence of the Iragi Christian communitynsler threat. Since the downfall of Saddam Hussein’s
regime, nearly half of the country’s one millionr@&tians have been forced to flee for refuge abroad
Many of those who remain in Iraq are internallypthsed.

The existence of other powerless religious andietmmorities, such as the Yezidis, Shabaks and
Mandeans is similarly threatened.

The position of Christians and other unarmed mtrexihas gradually deteriorated since the Arabfigla
conquest of the®century. The current wave of persecution takesepthuring the American-led
Operation Freedom Irag.

Since the overthrow of Saddam Hussein, Christiansother minorities experience pressure to leagi th
homes and country on account of violence and daisgation from two primary sources. The greatest
pressure comes from the Sunni Arab-dominated Islamsiurgency. Pressure also comes from ultra-
nationalistic Kurds and military and security organ

The recent campaign of violence against Christiamdosul (September 28 to October 11) resultedhén t
death of at least 13 people, the destruction gbgnty and the flight of approximately half of thigyts
Christian population. This destructive assault magfaiosul’'s Christians took place during the US-led
“Mother of Two Springs Operation” aimed at clearingg’s most violent city of terrorists.

The high level report to Iragi Prime Minister NusNaliki on the recent campaign of violence against
Christians in Mosul has been submitted, but hayebbeen made public.

Heightened tensions between Sunni Arabs and Karttgei contest for control of Nineveh Province poses
a great danger to the Christians and other miegritvho find themselves caught in the middle of thi
contest for domination.

In Nineveh Province, Kurdish units of the natioAainy have mutinied against the central government i
Baghdad by refusing to obey the Prime Ministerdeos to leave Mosul for new posts in central and
southern Iraq, while Kurdish Peshmerga militiamadear the command of the parties controlling the
KRG remain in Nineveh as extra-legal occupatiomcdsr

While local officials acted promptly and with engrg address the humanitarian crisis arising froe t
mass exodus of Christians from Mosul, the centmakgiment’s response has been slow and inadequate.

It is irresponsible for the Iragi Government toyade financial incentives for displaced Christidas

return to their homes in Mosul before the Iraqgi Arand Coalition Forces have confirmed in a verigab
way that their security will be guaranteed.

Recommendations
US President-elect Barack Obama
Reiterate as US President the importance you attattte Iragi Government’s and the Kurdistan

Regional Government’s responsibility to protectjlsaChristian and other powerless religious andieth
minorities and to guarantee their adequate reptaen in Iragi governmental institutions.
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Instruct the incoming Secretary of State to outtimestep the US and the Iraqi authorities ne¢dke to
guarantee the survival of the Iraqgi Christian atifeeominority communities inside Irag.

Instruct the incoming Secretary of Defense to tie¢plragi Government rebuild a national army devoid
of elements whose ultimate loyalty is to any poatter than the Iraqi state.

Continue cooperation with the Iraqgi Federal Goventrand the KRG in actions designed to defeatef th
insurgency and achieve the rapid and orderly retmafval other extra-legal armed groups from Ninleve
Province.

Establish an interagency commission to plan fomblantary return of Iragi refugees to Iraq, wiktet
Nineveh Plain as a safe haven for Christians, Yezdd Shabaks.

Intensify efforts to increase credible Sunni Arapresentation in the government of Nineveh Province
and to rebuild a provincial police force based dngiples of local community policing.

Prime Minister of Iraq, Nuri al-Maliki :
Convene a high level, inter-agency commissionpimperation with Coalition Forces, to create a plan
including security and economic dimensions - f@ pinotection of the unarmed minorities in Nineveh

Province and oversee its implementation.

Make public the results of the Iragi Governmentgastigation into the recent campaign of violence
against Christians in Mosul.

Report on the steps taken by Iraqi Governmentpaperation with UNHCR and the Coalition Forces, to
bring about the orderly, voluntary return of Iragiugees - including Christians and other minagitieto
secure parts of Irag.

Act, in cooperation with Coalition Forces, to ehd presence of extra-legal mutinous armed forces in
Nineveh Province.

Ensure that forthcoming elections in Nineveh Progiare conducted fairly, without use of violence,
fraud or bribery.

Prime Minister of the autonomous Region of Kurdistan, Nechirvan Barzani
Set in motion, in cooperation with Iraq and Coalitforces, an orderly withdrawal of Kurdish milgia
from Nineveh Province, and encourage Kurdish office the Iraqi Army to respect the authority of th

Iragi state.

Work towards the transformation of the three proesof Kurdistan into an autonomous region based on
the rule of law and common citizenship, as oppdasd€urdish ethnicity.

Dr. John Eibner
November 24, 2008
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