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Iraqi Christians Face Extinction

In early November, my CSl-colleague, Gunnar
Wiebalck and | traveled to Irag. We were
invited by Iraqgi Christians to undertake a human
rights and humanitarian fact-finding visit. We
accepted the invitation because we had been
receiving accounts of a devastating wave of
persecution of Christians driven mainly by
Islamic extremists.

Some of the most powerful reports we received
came from Iraqi refugees in Istanbul, whom we

had encountered during a visit to Turkey in
November 2006. Among the alarm bells rung by th@ddnNations were figures from the UN High

Commission for Refugees indicating tlsaiice the fall of Saddam Hussein in 2003 over 4086 all

Iragi refugees are Christians, even though they regesent less than 4% of the populationThis

means thatlose to half of the approximately one million Chistians living in Irag in 2003 had fled

the country at the very time the United States haBeen conducting “Operation Freedom — Irag.

It also strongly supports claims that Christiarestargeted by violent Muslims. Altogether, theres\aa
growing body of evidence suggesting that Iraq’semt¢ Aramaic-speaking community could soon end
up like Irag’s still more ancient Jewish communitgw reportedly numbering a mere eight people. At
the time of the Islamic conquest in tHe &ntury Christians constituted the majority of tropulation

in Irag and the broader Middle East. But they wgalually been reduced to a remnant following

wave after wave of persecution.

We made the visit notwithstanding alarming warnifrgsn the U.S. State
Department, which drew attention to the appalliagwsity situation in the
country, and to the killing and kidnapping of Anzams Our host was the
Christian leader, thelon. Pascale Wardawho served between June 2004 and
April 2005 as Minister for Migration and the Dispé in the Transitional
Government of Ayaad Alawi. We arrived in Baghdatioe 3' of November
where we remained until th&6when we flew to Erbil. We then spent the
following four days traveling in the ancestral hdamel of Iraq’s Christians in
the north of the country. In the Nineveh Plain,rmdasul, we visited the
village Keremlesh and the town Bardeda. Furthettnior Kurdistan, we
visited the towns Erbil, Ainkawa, and Dohuk, and tlilages Humzeek, Genth Kasa, Dawood and
Chakalais. We met with senior government offigiedpresentatives of the Sunni, Shiite, Christian,
Yezidi and Mandean communities, and victimized €ifans.

Christian Solidarity International (CSI-USA)
870 Hampshire Road, Suite T, Westlake Village, CA13861

(805) 777 7107 — phone; (805) 777 7508 — fagi@csi.usa.orgwww. csi-int.org



Baghdad

Baghdad, the capital of the federal Republic afjlia a home to all of the country’s many naticenad
religious communities. Christians are fleeing BaphdSome leave the city altogether. Others move in
with friends and relatives in more secure distridtsthe prevailing chaos precise migration figuage
not possible to come by. The mass displacemenhdbtians in Baghdad is prompted primarily by
sectarian inspired violence committed mainly byki8unni and Shiite terrorist cellShristians are not
simply caught in the cross fire, they are targétgdslamic extremists because they are Christians.

Rad Azzo Sabri On March 18, 2006, gunmen broke into
our home and shot dead two of our five childrere Th
children were shot when they tried to escape thincaig
window. My wife, Senna, hid in the kitchen with two
children. One child was out of the house with mbeeklV
the murders burst in, they shouted my name. Thietkat
| was engaged in un-Islamic activity. After kills)d
received a written threat from a terrorist grouplleal
Ansar Islam. They warned us to leave our home ¥ fa
dire consequences. We left in haste, without our
belongings.

Pastor Bardelian YoussefJesus of Nazareth Churchwas kidnapped on February 12, 2007. Masked
men hijacked my car. My wife and | were on our taayisit some poor families. They beat both of us,
but they let my wife go. They put a sack over nag hiied my
hands and feet, and put me in the trunk of anatherWhen the
car stopped we were outside Baghdad. | could tdblise the
place smelled of farm animals. At first, the kidpeys tortured
me. But | prayed to God for protection, and he geant. The
beatings soon stopped. | could not see anythingusecof the
sack. But | could hear what was going on around e
kidnappers said they were “God’s Warriors” (Ansaldm). They
said Christians are America’s spies, who openedithas of Iraq
to the United States. There were other prisoneth@same place.
One was a Christian named “Sargon”. He was thenedioly a
short time. There was also a Shiite woman, who siagiwas
pregnant. Our captors beheaded her. | could hehite terrible
sounds when it happened. | was there for 15 daysivéng on
just a little bread and water each day. On the Hafjore my
release, someone came who sounded like their Hessld the
others | was not an American spy. The next day poéyne in a
car trunk and dumped me in the Asia neighborhodBlagfhdad.
Afterwards, | found out that | was released becaugewife paid a ransom of 15 million dinars. The
money was raised from poor church members. Allehath some wealth already fled the area. We
also left our home. All of our property is losthethouse, the car, the books the computer, evagthi
If I went back to the house, I'm sure the terraristould kill me. | am now wearing my clerical colla
But if | were to walk down the street wearing &pple would shout insults and throw filthy things a
me.



Mariam Dawood Issa* On April 9, 2007, American soldiers killed
my husband. He was driving our son to the hairdsggssMy son was
left with the body in the car for five hours befargybody came to
help. American soldiers came later and said it wasccident. They
gave me a compensation claim card. On the dayeofutheral,
terrorists came and looted our house. They probdiythis because
they knew that American soldiers had come to se@ hree days
later, they bombed the house. We were stayingmytbrother when
the house was bombed. We left Baghdad and weime tdiheveh
Plains, but | could not get a job there. We camekita Baghdad. |
have not been able to get a job here. | have rgived any
compensation from the American. They said | hatake the claim
card to an office in a part of the city that is rsaife. It is too
dangerous for me to go there. My life has beenadraround 180 degrees.

Salem Gorgie%*: | was shot by terrorists when | came home from

work. | was just a few yards from the house whew tpened fire. |

was wounded in the head and in the chest. My wifechild were

witnesses. It happened in September 2004. | angyacudtural

engineer by profession. | had a business produloney. After the

war, armed men came and looted what they couldycaray and

destroyed what they had to leave behind. | hadto a living as a

driver. Sometimes the American military would useservices. | was

probably targeted because of this. The Muslims ladways looked

down on us. Since my youth, | experience insutisy have always

called us “traitors”, “infidels” and “crusaders”. Now they accuse

the Christians of collaborating with the Americaii®. protect us, the

Americans would have to put a tank in front of guyesuse. Within

just a few years, all the Christians will be gorani Baghdad, Basra,

Mosul and Kirkuk. The few that will remain in Iragll be found in some of the villages in the Notth.
don’t see much chance of democracy succeedingin @Id fashioned Islam is too deeply embedded
in the minds of most Iraqi Muslims

Majhed Zuheri: | am a Mandean. We are followers of John the Bapt
and the prophets. | established a Mandean assotidttihas legal
recognition in Irag. Until the Arab Islamic invasiof the ' century, all
Iragi culture was based on the Syriac-Aramaic laiggu Now, those of us
who use that language are a small minority of [eadihere are about nine
million members of Iraqi minority groups. But 75%tbem live abroad
because of persecution. They fear extinction. Ta@déans numbered
about 60,000 in the 1970s. Two decade later, thedeu was down to
40,000. In 2000, there were 20,000 left. Now, d@)B00 remain in Iraq.
In Baghdad we number a mere 150 families. We art@ans of violence
and discrimination. Today, the funeral took platéhoee murdered
Mandeans. Members of our community were too afi@igb to the temple
for the funeral. They fear for their lives.



Nabeel Khnana | was forced to leave my home in the Dora distast April, together with 8 other
members of my family. A terrorist group demandedt tie convert to Islam, or pay protection money,
or leave our home without any belongings. We chodeave. They
agreed to let me take our furniture after | paehth$800. The situation
in Dora got much worse after the American invasiimee American
army did not make a serious effort to secure tha.dslamic terrorists
gained control of the neighborhood right underrtbee of the U.S.
army. The greatest wave of attacks against Chmisfia Dora started
around September 2006. Iraq has become a countefigibus conflict.
Most of the Muslims consider us as foreigners ali@ns who do not
really belong in our own country. The clergy wdre first to suffer.
They were kidnapped and killed. Things got worsemvAmerican
troops used the monastery and Babylon College eblbgy as a camp.
This enraged the Muslims against us. My churchGherch of St.
Peter and St. Paul is now closed because of teeunisy. | have been
threatened many times because | am known to beiati@h Journalist
who dared speak the truth on Iraqgi TV about whégigpening to the Christians. The Iragi government
knows that Christians are attacked, but they dbingtto help us. We are unimportant to them. In
Kurdistan, there is a dictatorship, and a lot gtdmination against Christians. My sister triedy&d a
place in a university in Kurdistan, but was toldthg Rector that although she was qualified, shi#dco
not have a place because she is a Christian. bthlavant to leave Iraq, but it is not clear thatlewe a
future here.

Hilda Israel was kidnapped in Baghdad on October 28, 2006 n&r&aged to
call her brother on a cell phone. She screamedhkgtwere killing her. The call
was disconnected. No one has ever heard from lagm.ag

Archbishop Matti Shaba Matoka of Baghdad, Syrian Caholic Church:
They Syrian Catholic Church is one of the smallbuChes in Irag. We have
two diocese: Baghdad and Mosul. Before the last warhad 70,000
members, about 26,000 lived in Baghdad. Many ofpaaple have fled to
the North and abroad. | don’t know exactly how maepple are left. But |
can see that our once full churches are now aleragty. We used to have
five masses every Sunday in the Cathedral. We hagdo cut back to three,
and those three are poorly attended. Our membeesdither fled, or they
are too afraid to go to church. All Christians tgbout the world should
support the right of Iragi Christians to live andgtice their faith in peace
and security in their own land.



Northern Iraq

The autonomous Kurdistan Regional Government (KR} its capital in Erbil, is dominated by the
allied militias of the Patriotic Union of KurdistdRUK) and the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP).
Kurdish nationalism provided the ideological bdsisthese two parties. Kurdish nationalists asfore
have an independent Pan-Kurdish state that inclndebkern Irag and Kurdish inhabited parts of
Turkey, Iran and Syria. However, the immediate cfye of the ascendant leadership of these parties
is to consolidate power in Kurdistan and to anniéxich multi-religious and multi-ethnic districtsf
northern Iraq, such as Kirkuk, Mosul and the NirrefAain, that are not included in the KRG under the
current Iraqi constitution. Kurdish militias occularge swathes of land adjacent to, but outside the
bound of the KRG. Northern Iraq is regarded asati@ent homeland of the country’s historic
Christian population. Christian villages are saattethroughout the mountains of the KRG. There is
also a concentration of Christians in the Ninevihn? Mosul and Kirkuk. While security in the KDP
and PUK controlled parts of northern Iraq is coasatbly better than in Baghdad, Christian face
pressure to leave because of violence, threat®l@nce, confiscation of property and discriminatio
arising from the prevalence in Kurdish societystaimic supremacism and ethnic chauvinism. Shortly
before our arrival, Christians in northern Iraq &annerved by a press statement by Mulla Bakhtiyal,
Head of Foreign Relations Bureau of the Patrioteod of Kurdistan (PUK) that denying that
Christians possess land in Kurdistan or in theogftiq and rejecting their constitutional rigbthave
their own administrative units. (AINA, October 22)07)

Nineveh Plain

Aziz Matti Ganni (father of murdered Catholic prigst. Ragheed Aziz

Ganni): My son was shot to death in Mosul on tffed® June, 2007. He was
executed together with three deacddlassan Assam, Basman Youssef and
Wahid Hanna. They were leaving the Church of the Holy Spiriteam armed
men, shoutinghllahu Akhbar started shooting at them. Ragheed was an engineer
before becoming a priest. He went to Rome to sthidglogy. But he chose to
come back to Iraq rather than stay abroad becausahted to give strength to
the suffering Christians here. He was targeteduserae stood firm in the
Christian faith and encouraged the Church. He laabahnumber of death
threats, but he was not intimidated. Not long betee was murdered his church
was bombed.

Fr. Ragheed sent an alarming message to a frien@hffistian, in Rome
less than six months before his death:

“The situation, as you can follow in the news, rieatiful.
Christians are suffering twice, first because @ ituation,
second because of their religion. The Pope's spltegliire in the
city. A Syrian Orthodox priest was beheaded; mysbachurch
was attacked five times. | was threatened evernrdéiat priest
was kidnapped, but | was very careful about moairoyund. |
postponed my vacation twice because | couldn'tlebg city
under such conditions. Ramadan was a

disaster for us in Mosul. Hundreds of Christian fizes fled
outside the city including my family and unclesoétt30 people
left all their properties and fled, having beendatened. It is not
easy but the grace of the Lord gives support arehgth. We face
death every day here”



The day before his death he sent another messa&ge @hristian:

“The situation here is worse than hell, and my diuhas been attacked a few more
times since we last met. Last week two guardsweiie wounded after an attack. We
shall meet in the near future and have a chat abdiuhese events. God bless,
Ragheed

The chat never took place. At Fr. Raheed’s funéialcolleagud-r.Philip Najim delivered another
clear message to the world about the desperatet pliidraqi Christians:

“Closed churches, car bombs, forced conversiordndppings: in Irag Christians are
dying. The church is disappearing because of petsats, threats and violence from
extremists who leave no other option: convert ee'fl

Apart from the loss of their son Aziz and his widerjia were forced to
flee their home in Mosul. According to Aziz: Myife, Gurjia, and | had
a house in Mosul, but had to move out. On Septedhe2006, a letter
was pushed under our gate. It was from the Shuran€ibof Ansar
Islam. They demanded payment of $50,000 as agiyaent to enable
us to remain in our home. The note said “don’t lewtbomplaining to
the Americans, because they will not stop us andieome to Kill
you”. We fled Mosul and came back to our ancestilidge, Keramlesh.
We live according to the will of God. Our familyntsto stay in our
own land.

Bardeda

In Bardeda, we met with a group of local Christiaf® did not wish to be identified for fear of \eoit
reprisals. They expressed the following statements.

We had a very bad experience with the Kurds affierfféll of Saddam. The Kurdish fighters were here
and treated us in a way that did not inspire coarfide. For example, in 2005, during elections, we
were not allowed to vote because ballots and balntes did not come on time. The obstruction of the
elections was carried out by PDK militiamen. Onlceyt arrested and beat me. Even though the PDK is
only a political party, its acts like a governmefihey have their secret police here, and intimidage
Christians. They use violence to punish the loealgbe. On the 17of October, three Kurdish
militiamen followed a car carrying Christians toredding. They beat the driver and the brother ef th
groom right at the church. They want to show thatitare the authority. The area of Nineveh does not
belong to Kurdistan. These militias should not beshWe would like to have our own administrative
unit. But we cannot see how its laws would be retspeby more powerful neighbors. Since 2003, we
have been meeting regularly with American soldéarg officials. Not long ago we met with General
Twitty. The meetings are always friendly, and thay that will take corrective action. But nothingee
happens. Maybe it's because the personnel alwags &eanging

We were so happy when Saddam Hussein was overthBawmwe have

been dismayed by what has followed. The Unite@$tas encouraged and
supported the Kurds, not us. The Nineveh Govereasaa dictatorship.
Kurdish militias deny us freedom to speak out. Véeregarded as a

dhimmi people. We are forced to support terrorissnduse we are forced to
pay the jiyza. This means we are paying for our demise. Our people are
kidnapped. Christian students are forced out oflllneversity because they
are not Muslim. There is very open persecutiontaisians here. But the
Government turns a blind eye. In the mosques, ghegch that Christians
are infidels, and that their property can be cocdited without payment. We
have to conclude



that the Government agrees because it does nothistpp this kind of hateful preaching. We are
accused of supporting the Americans, but they doimg to help us. They help rebuild mosques
instead.

Ameen Jijo, Yezi Member of Iraqgi Parliament: Greeting from all

Yezidi people. . | am the only Yezidi represevedti the Iraqi

Parliament. The Yezidi’s are one of the most an@éiraq’s

religious communities. We have been persecutectegly in the

past. We are still persecuted today. Over 250 Yewidre murdered

by car bombs in several Yezidi villages on th® dBAugust, 2007.

Our religion is not regarded by Muslims as a “healereligion”. We

are therefore thought of as mere infidels, who haveights under

Islamic law. Our people have been Arabized by fovée are happy

that Saddam is gone. But we have been shockee twsethe Kurds

now try to impose their nationality on us. We resengt an ancient

civilization hand have the right to stay in our otty. There are about

one million Yezidis. 90% are from around Mosul. Muafshe rest are

from around Dohuk. About half a million have fldar@ad, and more

leave every day. In the north, they are subjeateurdification. All

the administration, the policy the army, the bureaay is all

Kurdish. The Kurds also confiscate our lands. Tlueds play a trick in their attempt to annex the
Mosul and the Nineveh Plain to Kurdistan is to giahat there are a lot of Kurds living there. Bugt
90% of these so-called “Kurds” are really Yezidieavdon’t want to be Kurdified. The Kurds are now
reorganizing their system for their own exclusieaéfit, and the United States is supporting this
because the Kurds are influential allies. This Aiwear policy is paving the way for the destructidn o
all Irag’s religious minorities, including the Chatians. | don’t understand what the United Stages i
doing. They will spend millions to preserve thessid treasures of ancient civilizations, but theve
not interest of the people who are the heirs of¢havilizations. The Turkoman minority are
vigorously defended by Turkey. But we have no arteeoutside to protect us. We want Mosul and
the Nineveh Plain to be organized into an admiatste unit for minorities, especially non-Muslims.
But the Kurds don’t want this. Even though thesmaarare not in Kurdistan, they are occupied by
Kurdish militias. The Iragi army is nowhere to le®es. It is asleep.

Kurdistan

Ainkawa

In Ainkawa, now a suburb of Erbil, we also met véithroup of local Christians who did not wish to be
identified for fear of violent reprisals. They egpsed the following statements.

Since the fall of Saddam, we have been faced withade range of new problems that threaten our
existence. We were in the front line of those whiked to bring about the fall of Saddam. But nog th
Americans and others have no interest in us. Waksfzeinternational organizations, but they show no
real interest and ultimately do nothing. The Ir&pvernment show increasing hostility. The problem
is that we are Christians and view ourselves agstntt nationality. We participated in all electis.

But we are left with only one member of parliam&vé cooperated closely with the Kurds in the
struggle against Saddam. But we always protectesdban independence from them. Our rights will
never be realized if we subordinate ourselveséothThey all try to bring us under their leadership
The biggest problem with the Kurds is the fact thayy come in large numbers and settle on our land.
The authorities do nothing to stop them. Many Kshdiillages were built, both before and after the
fall of Saddam, with international financial suppdBut we are given just a few showcase housing
projects built with international funds. Most oktinternational money is lost in corruption. Therésl
started moving into our areas in 1961, at the baeugig of the Kurdish rebellion. They were displaced
by the Iragi military and resettled on our land.efgovernment of Kurdistan boasts that is prevents
Muslims from buying land here in Ainkawa. But thed{sh authorities confiscated my grandfather’s
land near the Erbil airport without compensationsetimes they give the confiscated land to their



Muslim friends and relatives. Many displaced Chaiss from Baghdad, Mosul and Kirkuk are coming
here. But they do not receive from the Kurdish gowent permits to work and buy land, even their
region is part of Iraq, unless they join one of the ruling Kurdish political parties. Kurdish palal
leaders try to weaken us by exploiting religioudggions within our community. There is nothing we
can do. Violence would be counter-productive. if people were to kill one Kurd, they would respond
by killing 100 Christians. The United States cadibddsomething about this. The American created and
protected the Kurdish region. If Washington wersdadously correct this situation, the Kurds would
listen and comply.

Fr. Bashar Warda: | am the rector of the Chaldean Catholic seminarBaghdad. The Churches in
Baghdad have been bombed and the seminary is m®&d:!l am now working here in Ainkawa. We
will not be able to go back anytime soon. It issmaggeration to say that Iraq’s Christian community
faces extinction. Some say that Saddam did noepets the Church, but he did. In the 1970s he
arrested many of the clergy and confiscated Clanstichools. But greater persecution came after his
overthrow. Many political leaders claim that viotenis not directed against Christians. But it ieeT
Government will not protect us. They are part @f gmoblem. All the people are afraid of the future.
There is no security. There are no jobs for Chaissi. Many small businesses owned by Christians
have been forced to close. The people don't thesgbvernment. We try to encourage people to stay i
Irag through humanitarian projects. We asked theegoment five months ago to provide financial aid
to the displaced Christians. But nothing comes ftbhat source.

Humzeek Village

Behnam N Goriet My ancestors came from this village. The Christiaese first displaced from here
in 1961. We tried to reclaim our land in the mid#08, but conflict again forced us away. Some of us
came back from Baghdad in the summer of 2006.0L5ds have been
built. 23 families live in them. There are 137 flsiin Baghdad that
want to come back here. We have received some fiiamdghe
Minister of Finance of Kurdistan. But our water glypwas cut and the
authorities refuse to link our village with the pamwgrid, less than one
mile from here. In 1990-1 a group of Kurds camerfnaear the border
with Turkey. The Mifty family settled on my landey say there were
sent there by their “Aga” (tribal chief). They camiie to expand their
areas of cultivation. The provincial government austration in
Dohuk has acknowledged that our deeds to the laadalid. But they
do no allow us to reclaim our land. If the Kurdsre/@aid some
compensation by the government, they would leagegarelsewhere.
In former times, the Kurds did not have much afdition of building
mosques. But since the first Gulf War, Saudi Araléated to finance
mosque building. Kurdish women are now encouragembpy the Wahabists and wear the veil. In
Dohuk, the Saudiis built a first class medical liaci There is a Saudi-financed organization calked
Igatta Islamiya that is behind this promotion of Ng#hism. There is no such support coming from
outside for the promotion of Christianity. | wrdteJohn Negroponyi when he was the Ambassador in
Baghdad, but never received a reply.



Dohuk

In Dohuk, we met with another group of local
Christians who did not wish to be identified foafef
violent reprisals. They expressed the following
statements;

* The main problem in Kurdistan is the absencehef t
rule of law . Within the organs of government, mone
religion and race takes precedence over the law Ou
people are killed by the Kurds. The Kurds confiscat
land belonging to Christians. The authorities do
nothing to stop it.

* Christian businessmen have big problems heredgur
in power demand allegiance to their political pagayd a share of profits in return for freedom to
engage in business activity. A mafia system basd¢Lodish clans and political parties prevails here

* We know that the Kurdish militias and politicanties are dependent on the United States. If the
USA and its allies want to change the behaviohefKurdish authorities, they have the power to do
SO.

* We have become so week that it is increasindficdit to defend our interests, especially sinoese
that oppose our interests have become much strorifyare carry on like this we will soon be finishe
But if we were to succeed in recovering some ofighits, many who have left the country would be
encouraged to return home.

* | sought refuge in Dohuk after Islamic extremifsteced my family to leave Baghdad. Our value in

the eyes of Muslims is now nothing. In the pasigiians had some value because our people

generally possess a high level of education goaihless skills. But these days even these qualities
not appreciated. When | came to Dohuk, | set up a
laundry business. It could have been very sucdessfu
But Kurds interfered, and | had to close it.

*| am also displaced from Baghdad. It has been
impossible to find a job here. | am an engineer. |
should be able to get employment. The economy in
Kurdistan is growing. There is a lot of new
buildings. But wherever | go, the first thing Kusti
employers ask is whether | belong to one of the two
big Kurdish political parties and whether | speak
Kurdish. I will not join one of those parties, ahd
speak Arabic, not Kurdish .It is new for Christians
have to meet these Kurdish conditions for employimemwn country.
* Kurdish political leaders claim that there is grefreedom for Christians in Kurdistan, becauseythe
allow Christians to sell alcohol in their shops.tBley discriminate against us. My brother was
rejected for higher education because he wouldaintthe PUK. The Kurds want to take away own
identity and to Kurdify us.

* The Kurdish political leadership has succeededaropting some Christians. They have been given
positions in the government. But they have to ddtlding of the Kurds. They cannot really defend
the real interests of their fellow Christians.



* | am a lawyer and have been dealing with Christ@operty claims for the past four years. In
Kurdistan it is virtually unknown for Christians teceive back their land as a result of legal
proceedings. The land of Christians has been coaifesl by individuals and by the state. In the few
cases where Christians receive something, it has laessmall amount of money as compensation. The
land is never returned. The rule of law simply doesapply here. As a result the Christians arérigs
their lands.

Genth Kosa Village

Yonadan Giwargis. Our village was caught up in the Kurdish uprising

against the government in Baghdad. Saddam bombedsed chemical

weapons against the villages in this area. Duriigy‘#l-Anfal

Operation™ in 1988, 38 people from our village fell into thands of

Saddam’s troops and were never seen alive againp@ople had to live

in nearby caves in those days. Men from the villzagperated with the

Kurds and some fought together with Barzani's Ksindinilitia. Even

though we helped them during that time of tria¢ Kurds of Ekada (a

neighboring village) hate us. They hate us bec#usg want our land,

and we don’t want to yield it to them. They saylémel belongs to them

because land in Kurdistan should belong to the Kufithey think that

people who are not Kurds have no right to anythmgurdistan. If we

would rent an orchard to them for a year or two, weuld never be able

to recover it. About one and a half years ago, oheur shepherds, Nissa Younan was attacked by four
Kurds from a neighboring village. They grabbed lind slashed him with a knife. Nissa survived and
reported the attack to the authorities. But theyendone nothing to bring justice. Nissa has nod fle
the country. A few years ago, there was an inciddrdre Kurdish children were quarrelling with
children from our village. Kurdish parent heard alidhe quarrel and called their militia to interven
The Kurdish militiamen, with automatic weapons, eah3:00 am, and surrounded. These kinds of
things are done in the hope that we will seek aenparaceful life somewhere else and leave the tand t
them. This area was exclusively Christian and Jewifore 1948. That is when they started to push
out the Jews. Now we are experiencing the fateeoféws. | blame the British for putting this pasad
in the hands of such brutal people.

! “ Al-Anfal is the eighth sura or chapter of the Qur'an which explains the triumph of 319 followers of the new Muslim faith

over almost 900 pagans at the battle of Badr in 642 AD. Al Anfal literally means the spoils (of war) and was perhaps quite
fitting for a military campaign of extermination and looting commanded by [Saddam Hussein's officer] Ali Hassan al-Maijid. His
orders informed jash (literally "donkey's foal" in Kurdish) units that taking cattle, sheep, goats, money, weapons and even
Kurdish women were halal or legal in Islamic terms.[3] The verse 12 of al-Anfal sura of Koran reads: ‘God revealed his will to
the angels saying: | shall cast terror into the hearts of the infidels. Strike off their heads. Strike off the very tips of their
fingers!™ (Wikepedia, “Al-Anfal)”



Amir Khamis : My husband, Akigar Giwargis Odisho, was
murdered on August 8, 2006. We have three childien.
was out with the sheep. It was around 7:00 in treneng.
The murder came by car. He got out and shot hirn arit
automatic weapon. He then ran to a waiting piclckrand
drove away with other men. His car was left behirite
identity of the killer is known. His name is Shékha,

and he lives in Ekada. My husband recognized the Ku
He told us that Shedel had shot him when we wehe wi
him in the hospital just before he died. Akigan'sther,
Yonadan(see preceding interviewee.), is trying to pursue
justice. He has been receiving threats since takimghe
matter.Kurdish militiamen once tried to kill him. They
hijacked his car and were about to kill him, wheeyt
realized that they had not caught the right mamadan
was not in the car It was one of his Kurdish busine
associations. The militiamen let the Kurd go, bwasthat
they would one day kill Yonadan. We cannot geicjeist

Dawood Village On the day of our arrival in Dawood, a nearbyi§tfan village was shelled from
across the border in Turkey. We briefly stoppedatib on the grieving mother of ..., who was
murdered in Baghdad, together with three other lmpayrds of our host, Pascale Warda.

We stopped briefly at the Christian village of Chlzhs. It is the ancestral

home of Pascale Warda’s husbafidliam Warda : The inhabitants of

Chakalais were forced to flee by violence in ...rAfie fall of Saddam, some

of the displaced returned to the village to plaetworchards and start

rebuilding. Just about everything in the villagedizeen destroyed. They

found that displaced Kurds had been resettled nearbpecially in a large

model village financed by the UN called ... Soméeiturds from that

village had confiscated large tracks of land belioggto Christians, and they

can't re-possess it. The international organizasidnilt for them, on

Christian land, a pumping station to provide wafterm the river to the

Kurds. But the Kurdish authorities refuse to allthwe pumping station to serve Chakalais. There is

another Kurdish village nearby. The Kurdish fanslieave lived there for a long time. They maintain
friendly, respectful relations with the ChristiaoSChakalais. It is a shame that the newcomers in ...
are so hostile



Representatives of Iraq’s Political Establishment

Vice-President Adil Abd Al-Madhi, (member of the
Shiite Supreme Council for Islamic Revolution Islam is
a peaceful and tolerant religion. But there are dslims
who are ruining this. Jews thrived in Iraq befohet
creation of the state of Israel. Our governmergdgous
about addressing human rights issues and the pnoblef
the displaced. There is no reason why there shootde a
special administrative unite for Christians and eth
minorities. It is a constitutional rigft.

An aid to the Vice-President mentioned that mantghef
government’s problems addressing humanitarian prosl
related to mass displacement people are compounded
the fact that UN agencies and NGOs are based dador
and maintain only a low level presence in Iraq bseaof
security concerns.

Widjan M. Salim, Iraqgi Minister for Human Rights : | am a
Christian, and am on the political ticket of therfyeof the former
Prime Minister Ayad Alawi. The biggest problemriagl is increasing
sectarianism. Islam is the point of reference feergthing. Christians
are under great pressure. The improvement in sgcigrjust a lull.
There has been no real reconciliation between eeeniiurds are
applying constant pressure to try to incorporateddioand Kirkuk in a
greater Kurdistan. They send NGOs to go to theaegsl and conduct
bogus polls about preference for being annexeduaistan. They
also use financial incentives, and make great pseshiabout how they
will protect Christians. The issue of an adminigitra unit for
Christians and other religious minorities is not the agenda of the
Council of Ministers. The Council will not do aniyth about it until a
study of the area has been conducted, and theretistudy in
progress. NGO leadership of such a study wouldebefil.

Abdel Samad Rahman Sultan, Iragi Minister for Immigration and Refugees (Shiite):

2This Constitution shall guarantee the administstiolitical, cultural and educational rights fbe various
nationalities, such as Turkmen, Chaldeans, Assyrad all other components. This will be organizedaw.”
(Article 121, Iragi Constitution).




Christian are targeted. They are peaceful peopleylwere not
prepared for what was to come. We believe the Ganis
community is in need. Christians are not in theihabasking
for help. They were always self-sufficient. We séktk them out
and help them. What we do though is minimal. ftosnearly
enough. People are also afraid to go to governnodfites for
help. They have security fears. There are alsodugsratic
problems. People who do go are often just sent amalytold to
come back another time. We have a new progranvio$i20
dollars per month to every displaced family, bus ihot yet fully
operational.(None of the displaced people with whom we spoke
had received any financial assistance from the morent. Some
suggested that the money probably disappeared $echworruption — one of the powerful factors that
hinder the development of strong, effective govezntnn Iraq.)

Dilshad Miran, Minister of KRD in Baghdad: | don't believe Turkey
will launch a major invasion of northern Iraq. Thagy continue with
small scale incursion and commando raids. They baea doing this
for some time. The Turks need to solve their owfitipal and security
situation in Turkey before launching an invasionraf]. Kurds have a
strong tradition of toleratation. Christians caelfeecure in Kurdistan.
We do not have any special law to regulate relatiwith other
nationalities. Nothing can be done to push forwarch a law until
Baghdad and Erbil settle the issues of jurisdictiear contested
territory [i.e., Mosul, Nineveh Plain and Kirkuk].

Nawaz Hadi, Governor of Erbil, KRD: We have no problems with
Christians here in Kurdistan. Violence if forcirtgetn to flee Bagdhad,
Mosul and Kirkuk. They come here for refuge. Theation of the
displaced Christians is better than that of disglddurds. We are trying to
protect the Christian character of Ainkawa. Thesenow a moratorium on
the purchase of land there by Muslims. Iraq welimain a weak state.
Shiites and Sunnis will never cooperate sufficiettticreate a strong state.
The Shiites will never again allow the Sunnis @allé&raqg. Christians will
find their future in Kurdistan. The rest of Irag$a religious basis that
works against the Christians.

Dr. Shiwan M. El Aziz, Minister for Human Rights, KDR: We defend article
18 of the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rigtesr the first time, all
groups, Kurds, Christians, and Turkomans have jgalitrepresentation and
their own schools. We have not received any comiglaéihat Christians are
disadvantaged. The situation here is much bettm th other countries of the
region. We have a commission for human rights. lgdhaies are members of
the advisory board. We have no law for nationaditiferhaps we might one day
have a law for “minorities”, [as opposed to “natiatities”]. If there is to be an
initiative for a law to guarantee rights of natidites, it must come from the
representatives of the minority communities.

3 Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, ciem&e and religion; this right includes freedonthange his religion
or belief, and freedom, either alone or in communmiith others and in public or private, to manifai religion or belief in
teaching, practice, worship and observance. (Usalddeclaration of Human Rights, Article 18)



Drs. Saleh Aleguly, Tassim Tahii and Ramula Dori, Mmbers of the Shiite Al Sadr faction in the
Iragi Parliament: We represent a large popular movement that hageshtée political field. We
want a country in which the rule of law prevailsitBnany terrorist groups were permitted to operate
in Irag. The Sadr group was the first to be punésbg them. We try to help the migrant, the dispiace
the freed prisoners and other victims of Saddamp¥tect the churches and try to help displaced
Christians. We also fight against widespread cotiapin government. All the death and destruction
that is taking place now only serves Jewish intstéehe USA and the Iragi government target us
because we have opposed the occupation from therieg. We are not calling for an Islamic state,
but instead a state whose laws are respectfullafmis law.



Conclusions

1. Iraq is currently a failed state, unable to pifevthe most basic function of government — segtioit its
citizens. The United States’ efforts at “nationaliling” through the investment of massive Americattitary,
political and financial support have not yet progidi@a fully functional state.

2. The existence of Iraq’'s Christian, Yezidi andndaan communities are under threat. The majority of
Christians have fled their homes. Nearly half keoad as refugees. Many, possibly the majorithage
remaining in Iraq are internally displaced peopPs)

3. Christians and other religious and ethnic miiesiare not just caught in the crossfire, nortaeg only
victims of indiscriminate terrorism, they are tamgefor acts of violence and discrimination becahey are
non-Muslim and are not Kurdish.

4. Neither the Iragi government, the United States,the United Nations have been able or willogstablish
effective programs to assist either the refugeésiaeiIraq or the internally displaced.

5. Unless the current trajectory of persecutiomglea radically, Irag’s ancient Christian will becorirtually
extinct within one generation.

6. The ability of Irag’s Christians and other miries to live in peace and security in their owmi®is a litmus
test for the success of the United States’ “Openafireedom — Iraq”.

Recommendations

1. The United States should recognize the mastadmmpent of Iragis as a catastrophe, similar ifedca
displacement caused by the genocide process imDarthe Tsunami in 2004and provide emergency
humanitarian aid and make provision for the massgniary return of refugees in the event the segumiproves
substantially. Coordination of this emergency giération should be undertaken by an interagené&yfteise,
headed by the U.S. Secretary of State.

2. The United States, as the occupying power i, Bhould use its power to encourage the fedeagl Ir
government in Baghdad and the authorities in thedistan to:

a. Establish self-governing local administrativétsifor Christians and other national and religious
minorities, as permitted by Iraq’s Constitution.

b. Establish programs designed to advance theise@dministration and economic development of
those units.

c. Establish direct relations with Christian comityifeaders who represent Christian interests, as
opposed to Christians who have been co-opted tesept other political parties, to guarantee that
support for the administrative units.

d. Establish an ethnically and religiously balanaad transparent land claims commission, espedrally
Kurdistan, for the purpose of returning confiscatedtherwise occupied land to rightful owners.

e. Provide residence and work permits for displdkdstians who have fled to Kurdistan.

* According to the UN: 2.2 million Iraqi’s are rekes outside Iraq, while over 2 million are intelpaisplaced:; 2.2
million people have been displace in Darfur; andrasne million have been displaced by the TsundrabDo4.



